
. Frlitors: 

;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::•::::::::::::::: 

nIE·�FT:�;� -fi1E:

��Jilll��,i�1exil i.im.·.



EDITORIAL 

The announcement from the Financial Director that 
vehicle rents for the financial year 1989-� would be held 
at £65 per quarter for ineid& vehicles and £33.40 for 
outside vehicles is welcome news for vehicle owners. 
Sandto!t accomodation represents tremendous value for money, 
particularly when compared to sums such as £16 per vehicle 
per week at Canvey Island and £a:> at Mallard Road, Bourne­
mouth. The fact that last year's rise gener&.ted hostile 
correspondance from certain quarters was thus surpri.Bing, 
and a particularly disappointing opinion of some waa that 
motorbus rents should be used to eubsidi8e the trolleys. 

The basis for this point of view is the f alse assumption 
that Sandtoft is exclusively a trolleybus musem, when 1n 
fact Sandtoft benefits from having two roles. A national 
collection of trolleybuses it indeed is, but it is also home 
of a collection of motor buses of local interest, an area 
covering Yorkshire and the Eaet Midlands. 

Some have claimed that trolleybuses should have 
preferential treatment because they are restricted to 
Sand to ft whilst motor buses can go anywhere. This 1n itself 
is not strictly true and the fact is that Sandtoft offers 
trolleybus owners benefits that motorbuses do not enjoy. 
These are namely: the iniraetructure required to run 
trolleybuses ( traction poles, wire etc all cost money to 
erect and maintain), free power ( we don't give motor buses 
free diesel!) and a comprehensive range of spare parts. 
Others say that the mobility of motorbusee makes them more 
able to attract sponsorship through advertising. At least 
one owner of a trolleybus at Sandtoft would not agree. 

The reality is that most visitors to Sandtoft during 
Trolleydays live locally and find our l!lotorbus collea:tion 
just as interesting a.s the trolleybuses. The motorbuses 
probobly receive more attention from their owners than do 
the trolleys, moat ot which are simply neglected. 

Without doubt, an equ.J. rent for all full sized vehicles 
and a ;IY/4 reduction tor outside accomodation 1e fair and 
equitable. The proof of thie t if it is needed, 1e that 
Sa.ndtoft continues to house the largest collection of 
trolleybuses 1n the country. 
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scene at sandtoft 
The Doncaater Day on October 16th proved a great success, 

attracting seYeral Yiaiting nhicles fro11 Doncaster and the 
surrounding area. Doncaster 375, Bradford 834 ( which has 
Doncaster connections) and Teesside T291 prorlded the 
trolleybus ser'ri.ce. 375 also led a proceaaion around the 
eite which included Doncaster motorbuses 22, 33, 94, 206, 
112, 122, 188 (SYPTE's preserved 'trolley-Leyland'), 55 and 
Felix 41. Although some of these vehicles are externa1ly 
rather tatty, it ta encouraging to note that the entire 
resident Doncaster neet is mobile. 

Vehicle movements to report include the departure on 1st 
October of Manchester 1250, which has returned to its home 
city. Hope!\llly, we shall soon see the nhicle restored and 
there is a possibility that it may one da7 operate in Heaton 
Park. A surprise move is that BTA59 {not 3TA35 as reported 
in SS no. 7) has replaced West Yorkshire SMA5 in the depot. 
It seems that the Dennis is to be a permanent resident at 
Sandtoft whilst the Bristol SU 1a to move to Birmingham. 
More predictably, York Pullman 64 (JDN668) has returned to 
Sandtoft in place of Doncaster 122, as it is to be Tony
Peart's rally vehicle during 1989. •• 

In accordance with a resolution·approTed at the 1987 
A.G.M. all owners of vehicles at Sandtoft have been asked to 
become members of Sandtoft Tran.sport Centre Ltd. Prospective 
members are reminded that they must fill in a copy of the 
membership application form aYB.ilable from contributing 
society membership secretaries.

Exciting news is that the Bournemouth Passenger Trans­
p<>rt Association baa offered to run Boun.eaouth 297 (29?LJ) 
in serrlce during the 1989 Gathering. Thu Weymann-bodied 
Sunbeam MF2B is to become an exhibit at the new Aston Manor 
Transport Museum in Birmingham. There are plane for her to 
run at the Black Country Museum, and to appear at the Crich 
ExtraYB.ganza. She would arriYe at Sandto!t at least one week 
prior to the Gathering in order to penni t full testing etc. 
to be carried out. 

Aston Manor has been much in the newe recently as the 
Tenue for Prince Charles r 4oth birthday party. It is the 
home of Derby trolleybus 215 (ARC515), previously resident 
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at the Black Country Muae\lll. Some Sandtott members were 
recently involved in the tow of Belfast 168 (GZ8532), which
is now also resident at Aston Manor.

The 1989 serTice bua contract has been offered to OOLRS

and the Sheffield Transport Group. Glynn Pegg has asked ua 
to thank him for providing buses for the station service and
Iale Tours during the past two years, and this we are 
pleased to do. Many thousands of visitors have enjoyed these
serTices. Glynn haa chosen to remove his remaining buses 
from site, beginning with the Albion, KCD697. �52 and York
Pullman 66 will have left by the end of the year.

Vehicle work has been confined mainly to the usual 
selection of vehicles. Bradford 558 baa received further 
attention, whilst an encouraging development has been the 
restarting of work o n  Reading tower wagon 33, which appears
to be in generally s ound condition. Bradford trolleybus 735
has had its tyres re-cut, and exterusive repanelling has 
taken place on Cleethorpes 54, particularly around the front
and 'tween decks. The addition of strapping, beading and
various fittings serTe to give much of the vehicle a
deceptively 'finished' appearance.

From Long Hanborough, o�-:ford, David Gledhill reports 
that bodywork restoration, both interior and exterior, of 
Cardiff 203 (CKG193) is almost finished. David has for sale
a white plastic covered handrail which ie designed to run 
from the rear platform arowid the rear of the vehicle over
the stairs to finiah up on the top deck. It is new but 
slightly damaged and the price would be small. Also avail­
able are some parts of jelly-mould light fittings in varioua
conditiona. David's address ia 91 Hurst Rise Road, Oxford.

David is looking for a trolleybua
type handrail bracket, something akin
to the drawing opposite:

Also progi-essing steadily and 
rarely mentioned in this column is 
the restoration of Derby 23? (SCH23?)
this being a vehicle we hope to see
at Sandtoft in the near future.

�nd 
-rail

A major site project has been the cleaning out ot the
ditch behind the depot. Much of thia wa■ done during the

4

.,_--

September Trolleyday weekend and required aeveral 'good men 1 

(and ladies!) to do• aize 11 wadera. A fine effort tor all 
concerned. Following the approval of the Future Plan by the
Board several initiatives are under way on the subject of
site davelopment. The first or these to come to fruition 
could be the acquisition of some trolleybus traction poles 
from Reading. The Plan itself may eventually be published in
a more professional format.

The Lindholm• working party has continued its good work
by marking spa.re tyres with their owners initials before 
moving them to a new location behind the depot. The workahop
doors have been given two coats of yellow paint and the 
litter bins han been painted the same. The Trolle;yahop has
bad a good spring clean and may be decorated during the 
winter months. ·•ork has started on the wooden depot doore:
burning off, sanding down and two coats of primer having 
been applied. A wide path has been created behind the depot
and the double yellow lines in the depot have been re-done.
There have been se\·eral person11tl changes recently and for
three weeks Denni.a Pype waa left on hie own to cope.

The two blue Bradford tower wagons are presently par'Aed
between the depot and the workshop, al though XKW833 is 
theoretically allocated �o the workshop. EKY594 may be the 
next vehicle to leave site, as Ludlam Street are reported to 
have shown an interest in it. The green tower wagon ha.a now
been accomodated in the depot.

The .UOLRS/Felix Group working week took place du.ring 
October, du.ring which the lower pa.nel.s of Doncaster 55 were
primered. Anothsr nurry of vehicle restoration activity 
took place during the A.G.M. weekend. The offside lower-deck
window pane haYe been refitted to Glasgow TB?8 as re!raming
in this area ie virtually complete and attention has been
switched to the nearside.

The 5th A.G.M. of the Company passed off smoothly, being
well chaired by Pete Goddard. Tony Peart and Bill Staniforth
did not seek re-election to the Board and we thank them for 
their contributions over the years. Everyone ie hopet'ul. that
the A.G.M. marked the start of a new period of cooperation
following some difficult patches in recent times.

Preparations a.re well adnnced for this years Sa.ndta
Special, this event having been a great success in 1987 •
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BOARD REPORTS 

Summary o! meeting held on 16,7,88 

'nle Board approved the Financial. 
Director's suggestion that Hr Thornton 
act aa Cashier on August running daya, 
It also gave ita approval to the use o! 
SANitl'OFT SCENE' s printers for the 
printing o! the !inancial etatementa 
!or the A.G,H. The Board approved of
the "'•Y 1n, . .,,hich the Financinl Director
had coped "'ith the difficult eitustion
posed by the necessity to increase the
vehicle storage fees.

Hatters arising !rom Management 
Co11111ittee minutes: 

Hr Grif!ithe had supplied a copy or 
the dieciplinary procedure for the Dean 
Foreet Rail.,,•Y• A copy "'ould be 
supplied to Bichael Barratt, 

Francia Whitehead "'ould be aeked to 
attend the next Board Meeting to get 
the covenants under "'•Y• 

Other busineee: 

The bricking around of the lecture 
theatre required urgent attention. 
Planning permieeion "'ould be required, 
There remsi= a need for a toilet block 
for the di■abled, Thie must be posit­
ioned "'here "'e can get drainage to 1 t, 
We aleo need a mothere 1 changing-room 
and a childrene play-room in a 
permanent etructure. Because o! 
etructural difficulties the lean-to 
between the main buildingi, ie ■ot to be 
proceeded with, 

The potato shede are in uee !or 
much of the year, ao there ie no poeei­
bility o! our renting them, 

The Board wae concerned at people 
being a"'•Y from the eite for too long 
on Isle tours with a consequent loee o! 
revenue. The Traffic Officer would be 
aeked to devise a acheme !or ticketing 
on Iele Toure eo that people do not 
ride more the.n once. The toure could 
then be staggered, at 2,30 and 3,30 
with an extra at 1,30 if available, 

Tinsley Bua Mueein Tram Group had 
asked for fittinge from the Ssndtoft 
Tram bodiee for the restoration o! 
their Cravens car, The Board was not in 
favour o! thie unless the group agreed 
to purchase a c0111plete tram body. 

-oOo-
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Summary of meeting held on 24,9,88 

The Financial Director had not agreed 
to a requeet to purchase a lawn mower as 
no quotatione had been obtained, The 
Chairman agreed to make enquiries re 
Boothferry Council cutting the graas on 
site. The Board accepted Lindholme's 
o!!er to lend ua their mower, 

A letter bad been received by the 
M/C Secretary asking for clarification 
of the Financial Director's accountancy 
procedures and thi.s wae noted, 

The Board agreed that the M!llllffloth 
Major ought to be diepoeed of, but di.s­
posal must be to another mueell!!I, 

Francie Whitehead joined the meeting 
at thie point to diacues covenante. 
Nothing had been done since the formation 
of the Company and Mr Whitehead would be 
prepared to take on the task, He would 
attend the next Board Meeting with a 
covanent propoaal form, 

'olhilet diecueaing a V•hicle Admise­
ione Policy, the following pointe were 
noted: (1) Vehicles accepted must cont­
ribute to the overall appeal of the 
museum, ( 11) Losa.l interest -e important 
(iii) Owners l!luat be adviaed that work 
muet be done on the vehicle (iv) No 
vehicles ehould be brought on eite with­
out contacting the Vehicles and Exhibits 
Manager or one or more Directore, When 
finalised, the Policy would be published
in SANDroFT SCENE,

An Evictions Policy-• necessary, 
and conaideratinn i11 being given to 
applying the Admiedons Policy in 
revere•• 

The Director& had received copies of 
the final report of the Future Pl!l.111ling 
Sub-Co111111ttee and 1tould etudy these. 

DOLRS and sro 1tere prepared to do 
the 1989 bue eervice and Iele Toure, and 
would prepare a list of approved drivers, 
There muet be full paeeenger liability 
insurance and there would be two free 
rents and dieeel, Th• Board accepted in 
principle the proposal that visitore 
should be allo1ted one Iele tou r ride 
onl;:r, 

During the 1988 Gathering, bueea on 
the car park eervic• ran without guarde, 
Thie 1.s being brought to the attention 
of the sub-committee, More toilete are 
ur�tl;:r nffded: Ep1torth Show possibly 

have !lllother block, Any Cuture hired 
tollete ehould have an encloe11d catch­
mant ae our draine cannot copa adequate 
adequately, The Financial Director 
mentioned with appreciation the help 
ehe had received from Francie Whitehead 
Roy Fawcett, Roger Ulark & Dave Chick, 

1988 GRAND SUMl-lER DRA\i G. GRIFFITHS 

The Draw wae postponed until the 
AGH on 19th November due to the poetal 
strike which held up a number of tick­
ets. The Draw was performed by Mike 
De.re and the liet of winners is ehown 
below, The final figuree show e die­
appointing profit to STC of only £182, 
76, reflecting a eale of £455, eq\al. to 
about £1 for every member. A nunber of 
membere sold their allocation of £5 
worth and a few more than that, but 
:nany more sold far lesis and eome none 
at tll, Sale o! the tickats were 
divided as follows, 

B.T.A. 
B.T,S. 
D.O,L.R.S. 

',i.Y.T.C. 
s.T.c. 

M, Gibboll8/D, Brown 
G. Grif!ithe

£ 23,50 
£22:1,76 
£ 4 5,00 
£ 5,00 

nil 
£ 46,oo

£ 54,50 
£ 52.30 

Added to this years profit ie the 
working bal.ance brought forward from 
last year, to give a 1988 contribution 

to the Maine Appeal o! £265.o6 plus a 
emall amount ot intereet. 

As thi.s 1e • way the.t non-active 
membere can raise money fro"' outside the 
organisation and even enthueiaete with 
something at the end of it, it is dia­
couraging ..-hen the museUIII needs a lot 
more, Hae anyone ideae on raising money 
in other way,s? Someone baa already 
commented tl'>.at we need to raise more 
110ney from outside our organisation. We 
should run another Draw in 1990, 1e ·there 
a volunteer to run it please? 

2!:fil ?rize Donor Tlct no 
1st £150

--
� 011691 

Winner: )!, Oke, Reading 
2nd £35 Fund 005468 

�- Kitson, Bradford 
3rd £15 Fund 013761 

D. O'Connor, Ipewich
4th Teddy bear Member 002235 

'.: . Hrunmo ck11, Fulh.!tm 
5th Bottle whiskey Memher oo6174 

K, webb, Lydney, Gloe, 
6th Stella Artoia Member 005476 

D. E. Coates, Bradford
7th Bottle gin Member 012958 

!!, Humphries, Cakham 
8th Tea collection Member oo4o74 

!i, Dyeon, Dunscroft 
9th Entry ticlcete S,T,C. 006554 

H. Lewis & Son, Bradford 
10th Rovar tickets S.T.C, 009784 

il, Dean, Zwanaea 
11th Food token s.T.c. 009325 

J, Hansell, Streatharl 



MODEL ARENA 

MA 1':HBOX MODF.l.S OF YESTERYEAR 

The Matchbox Models o! Yesteryear range -was introduced 
over thirty years. ago, and three public service vehicles 
featured among early issues. These are nov com.'7\anding high 
prices on the collectors' market. There then followed a 
surprisingly long gap before the London General S-type bWJ 
was introduced in 1982. Since then, the company has followed 
a pleasingly restrained policy of' relatively infrequent 
decal and livery changes on current issues. 

Miner livery, casting or decal changes have occurred 
during the production run of moat models, but these are not 
listed here. 

Y2 - 1911 B-tzye bus (length 68mm, scale 100:1) 

Introduced in 1956, this model featured a red body with 
silver radiator, blue driver, grey or black metal spoked 
wheels and tan upper deck seats. The 'General' neetname was 
carried, together vi th destination board-and advertisement 
decals including 'Dewers' advertisements offside and near­
side. One casting variation of note was that some units had 
four rather than eight quarter-lights on each side of the 
lower deck. 

Y3 - 1907 E-class tram car (length 79mm, scale 130: 1) 

Also a 1956 introduction, this model appeared in red 
with a cream or white roof' and grey metal or black plastic 
wheels. 'l'he broadside decals advertised 'News of the World' 
and the fieetname waa 1.ondon Transport'. 

A moat pleasing devel(?pment during 1985 was the 
appearance of a very similar casting. The only clue to its 
origin 1a 'Made 1n Hong Kong' which appears on the be.se.:.:.:� • .. · 
plate. It was aYailable firstly aa a promotional model from 
Ty-Phoo Tea, but was subsequently available through deal.ere. 
Livery was again red with a cream roof and offside and 
nearside adverts for Ty-Phoo tea were carried. 

112 - 1899 Horse-drawn bus (length 83m■, scale 100:1) 

A fine model, introduced in�.19.59, it shared with the 
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B-type bw, the problem of being rather weak as a children's 
toy. Pulled by tvo brown horses, thia model was alao in red 
with •General• neetnames. The driver vas tan with a black 
top bat, the upper deck seats were tan, and black ■etal 
spoked wheels were fitted. Several deea1s were carried, the 
largest advertising Liptons Tea. 

Y23 - 1922 ill:: omnibus (length 1021nm, scale 1:72) 

This model, a replica of the London General S-type, 
appeared in 1982. Although mainly of ■etal. construction, the 
upper deck bodyvork, staircase and seats were made Qt

plastic. The original style of' slatted upper deck sides 
necessitated the use of rather sha1low advert deca1s, l!llld a 
revised moulding together with larger decals were standard 
from the introduction of the yellov 'Schweppes' advert. A 
livery of red bodywork, black cba�sis and brown seats 
together with 'General' neetnames was used except in the 
case of the • Haig' version. The following variants have 
appeared (the dates may not be entirely correct): 

1982 Schweppes (white background) 
1984 Schweppes (yellow background) 
1984 Maples furniture �. (a) 
1985 R.A.C. 
1986 Haig Whisky ( b) 
1988 Kellogge Rice Krispies (c) 

(a) The 'Maples' version was only available as part of a
gift set of three Models of Yesteryear. 

(b) 'Haig' adverts were carried on buses in a livery of
brown lower deck and cream upper deck staircase., The 
chassis remained black, but the wheel spokes were a darker 
red. 'Express' neetnames were carried. 

(c) The 'Kelloggs' version appeared initially as a
promotional model available from Kelloggs on mail order, but 
later went on general issue. 

Y15 - 1910 Preston tram car (length 97nm, scale 1:87) 

This tram is a replica of London 290, the ex West Ham 
Corporation car in the London Transport Mueeum. The original 
livery, which appeared in 1986, was red with white window 
surrounds, grey roof, brown seats and grey truck, together 
with 'London Transport' neetnames and 'Swan Vestas' 
adverts. In 1988 a new liYery of blue and cream, with 'Swan 

9 



Soap' adverts and 'Darlington Corporation Light Bailvaya• 
tleetnalles appeared. 

Th.is attractive model retails at arowid £4 and is thus 
much better value for money than its Corgi counterpart. 

Y10 - 1931 All: Diddler trolleybus (length 11211111, scale 1:76) 

This i8 one of Matchbox's occasional 'limited editions'. 
The total production quantity is 6o 000 units, and the U.K. 
retail price is an expensive £15. It is without question a

superb model� and a faithful replica of HXZ756 at CoTent 
Garden. The adverts read 'Ronuk' and 'Jeyes Kills Germs' and 
front and side destination blinds are carried. 

It is a sobering thought that the last Matchbox trolley­
bus, number 56 in the 1-?5 series, was at the tiae consider­
ed to be a present-day type of vehicle. It is a shame that 
the Company doean' t seem to feel that there is a large 
market for a trolleybus model. It will be interestiing to see 
what becomes of the Y10 casting - it could fairly easily be 
converted into an A·EC Renown motorbus, perhaps as a replace­
ment for Y23. What next? My guess is a horee-drawn bus, the 
onl.y one of the original Yesteryear series not yet 
reintroduced! 

-oOo-

There has been a very favourable reaction to the 'Model 
Arena' column in SANI1l'OFT scmE. We would be ple&.8ed to 
keep it going, but that now depends on receiving 
contributions from you� Articlee on model railways or any 
other transport topics are perfectly acceptable - Eds. 

v,srr� .... 
Sandtoft 
Transport 
Centre 

Near Doncaster, Yorkshire 

G. P BILBE 

A working trolleybus system at the 
home of Britain's largest single 
collection of preserved trolleybuses 
and motorbuses. 

Based on a former aerodrome at 
Sandtoft, 15 miles east of Doncaster, 
12 miles west of Scunthorpe, and 
within easy reach of the Humber 
Bridge. 

Open from Easter to September with 
regular "Trolleydays", a "Schools' 
Day", and the renowned "Sandtoft 
Gathering" plus a "Sandta Special" 
in December. 
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1988 EVENTS-----1989 EVENTS--­

Trolleydays 
(F.R. WHITEHEAD) 

Sundays 
August, 7th, 14th and 21 st 

Late Summer Bank Holiday Sunday & Monday 
August 28th and 29th 

Sunday 
September 25th 

Doncaster Day Sunday 
October 16th 

OPEN: 12 noon to 6 p.m. 

ADMISSION: Adult £1 Child/OAP 50p 
or Family Car £2.50. FREE PARKING. 

WHAT'S THERE: Trolleybus Rides, Miniature 
Railway, Sound & Vision Shows, Souvenir 
Shop, Refreshments. 

Sandta SP-ecial 
Sunday, December 18th 

OPEN 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

WHAT'S ON: Trolleybus Rides, Presents for the 
children. Seasonal Entertainment and Fayre. 

FULL DETAILS ARE ON A SEPARATE LEAFLET. 

S.T.C. reserves the right to alter or cancel any 
event or service without notice 

Trolleybuses may be operated at other times than 
those advertised subject to availability and 
demand. 
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Trolleydays 
Easter Sunday and Monday 
March 26th and 27th 
May Day Holiday Sunday and Monday 
April 30th and May 1st 
Spring Holiday Sunday and Monday 
May 28th and 29th 
Sunday 
June 25th 
Gathering Preview Saturday 
July 29th 

DETAILS ARE AS FOR 1988 

Schools Day 
Monday, June 26th 

WHAT'S IT ALL ABOUT: Special rates and 
facilities for School Party visits including 
Trolleybus Rides, Sound & Vision 
Programme, Worksheets and Special 
Activities. 

FULL DETAILS ARE ON A SEPARATE 
BOOKING FORM AVAILABLE FROM S.T.C. 
PUBLICITY. 

Sandtoft Gathering_ '89 
Sunday July 30th 

OPEN: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

ADMISSION: Adult £2.50. Child/OAP £1 

WHAT'S HAPPENING: A Transport Miscellany 
for all the family including Display and Judging 
of Past & Present Road Transport Vehicles, 
Trolleybus Rides, Miniature Railway, Transport 
Bazaar, Fairground Stalls, Live Music, 
Refreshments, Real Ale and lots, lots more -
plus FREE bus service from Doncaster and 
Scunthorpe. 

All prices are subject to review 
at the end of 1988 

We are always pleased to accommodate coach 
tours and party visits at other times by 
appointment. 
Resident motorbuses frequently attend displays 
and rallies both locally and nationally. 

COSIGN PRINTF:.RS LTD 11 Ne1l1erlrnll Rd. Doncnster Tr.l: 618/8 

HOW TO GET THERE 

Sandtoft can be reached quite easily by road from 
almost anywhere. 
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You can travel on our preserved bus service from 

Doncaster. 

This FREE service operates on all TROLLEY­
DAYS at the following times from: 

:,. "/ ·
..::..
,_,,·-�t,,r

-._,,.,.-/ 
..... .__,· ./7 "'lo.., 

�, 
,-"' 
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DONCASTER 

Railway Station 
1.30 pm 

and 
SANDTOFT 

Transport Centre 
4.30 pm 

The journey time is about 30 minutes. 
STC conditions of carriage apply. 

Sandtoft is on the Isle of Axholme, an area 
rich in geographical and historical intrest, 
including Epworth - home of the Wesleys. It 
is also within easy reach of the towns of 
Doncaster and Scunthorpe, the Humber Bridge 
and the seaside resort of Cleethorpes. Full 
details of the many other p laces of intrest 
to visit in Yorkshire and Humberside are 
available from our Tourist Information desk. 



---Ba INFORMATION AND MEMBERSHIP--

SANDTOFT TRANSPORT CENTRE is a developing 
national transport museum, primarily for the preseN­
ation and operation of trolleybuses, but also including 
motorbuses, a miniature railway and other items of 
transport interest. 

The project was started in late 1969 and is supported 
by several thriving transport groups including the 
British Trolleybus Society, the Bradford Trolleybus 
Association, the Doncaster Omnibus and Light 
Railway Society, the Sandtoft Miniature Railway, and 
the West Yorkshire Transport Circle. Work is carried 
out by volunteer members of these and other groups 
in their spare time throughout the year, with sub­
stantial seasonal assistance from the Humberside 
Community Industry Scheme. 

The Centre, based on a former aerodrome, boasts a 
collection of over sixty vehicles from many parts of 
Britain, and even from the Continent. This includes 
examples of the magnificent six-wheeled double­
decker trolleybus, and a fascinating one-and-a-half­
decker from Aachen in Germany. The last British 
trolleybus ran at Bradford in 1972, but the smooth, 
silent, pollution-free qualities of this fine mode of 
public transport can be recaptured by visitors on one 
of the immaculately restored vehicles operating on 
the Centre's own overhead wiring circuit. Another 
popular attraction is the steam and diesel-hauled 
miniature railway. 

G. P. BILBE 

SANDTOFT TRANSPORT CENTRE LIMITED is a 
Company limited by guarantee (Registered in 
England No. 1747475) and is a Registered Charity 
(No. 514382). 
You can become a member of Sandtoft Transport 
Centre Limited through any of its supporting 
bodies. You simply pay the membership fee of the 
respective Society (thus gaining all the benefits of 
that Society) plus an additional subscription to the 
Company. Once a member you are entitled to 
FREE admission on all occasions. 

For further details and membership application 
forms send a stamped self-addressed envelope to 
any of the following: 

BRITISH TROLLEYBUS SOCIETY, 
2 Josephine Court, Southcote Road, Reading, 
Berkshire RG3 2DG. 

BRADFORD TROLLEYBUS ASSOCIATION, 
7 Beechwood Road, Wibsey, Bradford, West 
Yorkshire, BD6 3AQ. 

DONCASTER OMNIBUS AND LIGHT RAIL­
WAY SOCIETY, 41 Church Road, Barnby 
Dun, Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1 BO. 

SANDTOFT MINIATURE RAILWAY, 14 West 
Common Lane, Scunthorpe, South Humber­
side, DN17 1 DX. 

WEST YORKSHIRE TRANSPORT CIRCLE, 
32 College Street, Crosland Moor, Hudders­
field, West Yorkshire, HD4 5EB. 

Our calendar of events includes regular "Trolley­
days" from Easter to September including every 
Sunday in August; a "Schools' Day" in June; the 
annual "Gathering" held on the last Sunday in July 
and a "Sandta Special;' in December. 

For details of events, party visit arrangements or 
general enquiries regarding Sandtoft Transport 
Centre Limited send a stamped self-addressed 
envelope to: 

S.T.C. PUBLICITY, 7 Norwood Avenue, 
Auckley, Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN9 3JA. 
� (0302) 771520
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T.V.

VIDEO
TRANSFER

·r!�rv£1s
FOR LARGER QUANTITIES £5 PER EXTRA 15 MINUTES. 
INTRODUCTION TITLE, CREDIT & THE END ADDED IF REQUIRED. 
DISSOLVE PROJECTION USED FOR 35mm SLIDE TRANSFER. 
RECOMMEND 30 - 40 SLIDES PER 15 MINUTES PROGRAMME. 
PROFESSIONAL QUALITY LIBRARY STORAGE VIDEO TAPE USED. 

P & P £2.00 (INCLUDES RECORDED DELIVERY) VHS ONLY. 

LINE 
DRAWINGS 
only lOp EACH ·�•Q .. ,_es:i_ � 

WRITE FOR FULL LIST OF DRAWINGS INCLUDING S.A.E. PLEASE.. 

LET us DRAW YOUR FAVOURlTE TROLLEYBUS, MOTORBUS etc.
FOR USE AS ILLUSTRATIONS IN BOOKS, MAGAZINES, SCHOOL 
PROJECTS, OR FOR OTHER PRINTING PURPOSES. 

A4 SIZE DRAWINGS FROM £25 EACH.
THIS GIVES YOU FULL COPYRIGHT USE. WRITE (S.A.E.) OR TELEPHONE 
FOR A QUOTATION. 

�w PRINTING & ART SERVICES �� 
76 GRANGE AVENUE, HATFIELD, DONCASTER,f1/L_ 

SOUTH YORKSHIRE, DN7 6RD. TEL: (0302) 842948 

ShNI1l'Oli'T T:U.!ISFORT CENTRE FUTURE PLAN - FINAL REPCRT 2nd September 1988 

1. Introduction. The Future Planning aub-committee has been asked to dn..., up a
t'rameworlc within which the future development of the site C!lll take place, In doing so, 
the sub-committee has borne in mind the dual role o! the museum as outlined in the 
Company's liemorandum of Aasociatir,n, namely: 

(a) The 111aintenan;e of an opSTBting trolleybus·,■u..�eum and o! facilities ::or the 
restoration and preservation of trolleybuses, motorbUcea and items or general. tranapott 
interest. 

(b) The exhibition to the general public ot the ah.lve. 

The sub-committee has now completed its work. The res,ult is a 'strategic' plan that 
defines the major features of the site's future devei�=ent, Ma�y ot�or details will 
need to be finalised at the appropriate time. 

2. Museum naJDe and vehicle admissions policy, Th� "lUsewr ha;a lldopted th-, \den-�ity 
'Salldtoit Trnnaport Centre - Home oi the Trolleybus' and this should appear on all 
stationery, publicity etc. 

Only road vehicles should be resident a.t the rnuseum, and all vehicles ac!mUted in 
future should be historic and/or in reasonable condition. O,mera should undertake to 
keep their vehicles presentable. When considering future admissions, a trolleybus 
should be accepted wll.ess there i.s a specific reason why it should not be, whereas for 
buses, c0111mercials and cars, there should be a specific reason� their acceptance. 

,.size of site, The future plan is based on the site at its present size, and the 
possibility oe buying the site needa clar1fyin5, The renting of runway running rights, 
and guaranteed parking !or Gatherings and open clays require immediate attention. 

Should an adjacent area of land become available in the !uture, this should be 
considered as an additional area o! open-air parking tor resident vehicles, and 
visiting cars and coaches. Building on this land should only be considered if the 
museum's reeources o! !inance a.od manpower increase. considera-bly. 

The COlllpBllY may, however, consider buying or renting vehicle accomodation awa.1 
from Sandto!t, as a purely commer cial venture to relieve vehicle overcrowding on site. 

4. Fencing and access to site. The three existing vehicular accesses to site
should be retained, and the present visitors entrance needs to be developed with, tor 
example, a secure posting box and a 24-hour information point. An additional, pedest­
rian access !or visitors should b e  provided approximately where the site entrance used 
to be. 

A double-sided sign should be erected next to the road displaying the museum's 
name and details o! the next trolleyday, 

An attractive fence is required !or the front of the site. Railings and/or a 
hawthorn hedge would be suitable. The boundary behind the depot seems sufficientl1 
secure, but the other two aides or the site require a secure, functional fence. Period 
style advertisements could be erected along the back straight. 

5. Depot accomodation, The depot-'e preeent appearance needs illlproving, and the
provision of a running shed would benefit the 111use1a11. Several different va1s ot 
modit7ing the depot were considered, and the eelected option is sbovn overleaf. 

Fire precautions are needed 1n the depot, but all option.a appN.r to be difficult 
or expensive. A sprinkler system, would requi.re a water tower. Fire curtains are 
fiexible, but ...auld require the depot etructure to support additional weight. More 
fire walls ...auld be another al ternathe. Air circulation needs iJDprorlng, poesibly b1 
the proYieion of roof-mounted ventilators. The committee understands that additional 
electric lighting is to be prorlded in the depot. The running shed would benefit froa 
1.atprovad natural lighting. 

Mo further depot accomodation should be built on the existing stte. The acco■-
odation of tower ·.mgona used on site work should be within the present depot. 
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Propo11e<I plru1 o( depot; 

(e.) nev entrance 
doors to be installed 
in end wal.l ot !1rat 
and second rows ot 
depot. 

(b) nev period­
style brick wall to be 
erected in lieu o! 
doors ot bays 13-22 

(c) tire wall

Bay 
22 

'WORKS' AREA 

back row !or wrecks 

running shed 
1 100!t long x 

4 buses wide 

( )
I 

:Cc) a I • 
-----------

(b) 

bays 1-12 to 
remain unchanged 

SANDTOFT SQUARE 

Bay 
1 

Gen 

In each row ot the proposed running shed it vill be posaible to accomodate three 
(3 x 30!t Tehicles) or !our (3 x 26tt vehicles • tower wagon) ,vehicles. It will be 
necessary to resite the trolleyahop, and to prorlde an entrance road on the site ot t!le 
trolleyshop and patio area. Surplus doors could be rehung on the back ot the depot eg 
to create a boeyl!lhop in ba_ya 19 and 20 ot the back row. 

The advantages ot thia option are: 
(a) The creation o! a trolleybus running shed 
(b) The opportunity for the museum to present between 12 and 16 o! its beat 

vehicles in a display spacing !or the benerit o! visitors. 
(c) The provision of an attractive depot entrsnce facing the road, and the prov-

ision o! a period-style wall in lieu o! depot doors facing Sandto!t Square. 
( d) It will be possible to erect a tire wall halt way along the building. 

The drawbacks o! this option are= 
(a) It will not be a 'through running' shed 
(b) Between !our and eight vahicle spaces will be lost. 

6. Overhead wiring. Many existing traction poles are becoming due !or replacement.
There are reservations about using :rurther old second-hand poles, unless they can be 
reinforced eg by till,ing th8G with concrete •. The teat track at Doncaster may be a 
source ot atronger, newer poles suitable !or any extension down the runway, or even 
!or the main site 1! painted green and fitted with finials. Other transport !DU8eums 
may be experiencing similar problems and the possibility o! placing a bulk order !or 
new, traditionally styled poles should be investigated.

ll'hilst disCUSEing alterations to overhead on site, the following points were borne 
in mind; 

{a) Ease o! erection and maintenance 
(b) The needa ot the Tra!!ic Department. 

The wiring on the runway extension will, take the !orm ot a single track with a 
turning circle at the end. On the main site, the wiring will continue to be in the 
torm o! tvo circles round the aite, with the following special work: 

(a) At the back corner o! the site: 

(runway extension) 

14 

outer circle 
inner circle (back straight) 

This arrangement gives accesa to 
the extension, plus the opportunity to 
turn trolleys by w,ing tha wiring aa 

a reverser. 

(b) in Sandtott Squar,,: 

{a) 

f 
notea1 

DEPOT 

existing outer circle 

(c) 

(b) 

existing 
workshop 
siding 

(a) New depot siding. Two sets of wires to serve !our rows of trolleybuses. 
(b) Present inner circle to become siding for paaaenger loading. The precise

alignment of wiring into &I!d out o! the siding can be !inaJ.ised later. 
(c) New route tor inner circle wiring. The inner circle and siding 1,1iring could 

possibly be suspended from the aaine bracket arms, particul.arly 1! alterations are 
linked with traction pole replacement. The present aiding and turning loope will be 
dianantled. 

7. Maina power supply. No buildings can be sited witlli:l 17tt ot the transtonner. 
The rectifier and aasociated equipment 1,1ill occupy the third row ot be.y 22 ot the depot, 
thus displacing just one bus, This area will be securely walled o!!, but a viewing 
window could be incorporated in either o! the walls �ide the depot. The area could 
also be rooted, tc create more storage area, Double exit doors may be needed in the 
back wall ot the depot, to facilitate 8IJ:Y inatallation o! new equipment in the future. 

8. Runways. The :Nr,way should be made to look 1110re like a road by being kerbed to a 
width o! 22ft wherever possible ( consistent with the needs or vehicle shunting) apart 
from along Sandto!t Square. Much ot the kerbed ott area could be covered with paving 
slabs to increase the �-aitor circul.ation area, th us reducing the need for the public 
to walk on the road. 

In Sandtoft Square, the present siding area, currently UBed to tacilitate depot 
shunting, will no longer be required, at least in !rent o! bays 13-22. The nev 
passenger loading bays will be sited unde::- the line o! the present inner circle wiring 
as follows: ( • denotea traction pole preeently in centre of runway). 

��l D�

T 
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Y
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Concrete surfaces were considered to be in keeping with the trolleybus era, and 
cobblestones were diamiased, Reconcreting of the runway will, however, eventl.lll.lly be 
necessary. Tarmacing is feasible but would be expensive. It 1s not preeently suitable 
in Sandtoft Square due to tbe likelihood o! dalrlage !rem tyre scrub. Drainage o! the 
runway is inadequate and needs improving. 

9. Miniature railwa:z:. The only s.ajor develop-nt pl&nJMd tor the miniature railway 
is an engine shed/turn�ble/steaming are& complex on the site o! the existing engine 
shed. The new engine shei will be a permanent structure, approximately 16ft x 25tt in 
&ize, and ot a B111Uar b.eigbt to the lecture theatre. It ■ust be properly designed and 
built. A loco110tin unloading pit ia to be built, probably nest to the lecture theatre. 

15 
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10. Car and coach parking1 and gardena. The central grassed are,;. will continue to 
be uaed as a car park. As a temporary measure, one or two coaches can be accomoda ted 
on the runway, but the only area or the present site that will be suitable for coach 
parking is the northern perimeter, presently occupied by 1 prttserved' vehicles. 

The present picnic area will be retained, and should not be affected by the depot 
alteratiorus described in section 5. A line of fast graving conifers could be planted 
from the road across to 'Fort Knox' , to screen off the picnic area from an area 
designated for ataff car parking. The concrete pad for1111trly fronting the mess room 
could eventually be paved as a patio, and one or the trar.i bodies, restored as a 
sllllllDerhouse coulcl. be sited in the picnic area. 

The picnic area vould be the most sensible site for a children•:., play area. Play 
equip:nent ia required, but muat be installed according to health and safety regula­
tions. Either Rotherham 74 or a tram body could be used a.a an activities room. 

The area behind the proposed second temporary classroom (see section 11) vil1 be 
111aintained ae a vildlife area, and other gardens are being developed around the site, 
to improve the attractivenes� of the musew.., 

11. Street scene1 and temporary classrooms. A second temporary classroom will be 

erected at right angles to the existing lecture theatre, as previously agreed. This 

will become the nev lecture theatre/small exhibits area, allowing the existing 

building to become the bookshop/traffic office. 

'lbe street scene v1ll consist mainly of 'Tarran' type pre-fabs, similar to the

existing Trolleyshop, but fitted vith new frontages, However, more substantial 

buildings ( eg a cottage or two-storey buildings) should not be ruled out if funds and

ground conditions allow. No measurements have been taken, but four or five pre-fabs 

would probobly fill the area available. Possible uses for the buildings vould be: 

(a) A car showroom (containing preserved cars paying rent), fronted by a petrol

filling forecourt. An old-style workshop might also be included. 

(b) A 'medium exhibits' area (as opposed to 'small emibita•�, possibly with a 

trolleybus chassis as centrepiece, 
(c) Staff sleeping accomodation, possibly on a first noor.

( d) To houee Sandtoft 's record8 and documents. This building could be disguised

as a library or a abop. 
(e) A new canteen, with adjacent toilet facilities, An area of grass next to the 

canteen could be used to set out chairs and tables, The existing Trolleyshop building

would then become redundant, and could be moved to al1ow the altere.tions to the depct

described in section 5, The tram bodies could be used as additional eating areas. 

New public toilet facilities are a priori t:r. The ciost suitable site would be on

the garden area a.djacent to the lecture theatre, behind the recently-laid crazy 

paving. A septic tank would need to be inetalled, and if a concrete pad need8 to be 

laid on top of this, the pad could be utilised for disabled parking. The new toilet

blocic should include di.sa.bled pen,oru, facilities and a mother and bal:y room, It 

should blend in with the street scene eg b;r having a 1930s !acade, or by being built

o! brick �ith a pitched roof. The existing ladies toilets vould remain 9pen to the 

public, with the gents being reserved for eta!!' use, 

All new buildings i:lhould have wide doors to allov wheelchair access, and ramps

ahould be provided where necessar,y, Sufficient epace has been reserved !or the street

scene to make it unnecessary that all buildings be sited on a straight line. Some, 

!or example, could be grouped round a 'villag., green', Bus sbel tera, seats and other

street furniture should be 6ited on the p11.vement in front of the buildings. 

12. '\forks' area. The wall of the vorkshop facing the runway should be rebuilt in
pe::-iod style. A small, secure store could be built en the back, next to the ex-1ating 
back door. B oth of these illlprove111ents have been auSS"sted in the past. 

The entire area behind the depot, and behind the line of conifers mentioned in 
section 10 1 should eventually be covered with crushed limestone, The stores building 
would remain unchanged for the present, although a larger, purpose-bull t building, 
joined to the depot, could eventuail.y replace it on the aame site, 

The section.al garages, preeently visible to the public, need moving, 'tarting up' 
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and fitting ._.ith doors, or concNJ.ing eg by a brick wall. J.. :i:.ilding ror heavy stores 
1a needed somewhere on site. A 'civil engineering' yard could house all Sandtoft's 
equipment of thia t:,pe, and could be located behind part of the street sxene. Double 
gates should be installed across the entrance to the workshop road, 

The provision of a turntable, possibly the one from Cbrilstchurc:i., would be a '"""llt 
attraction for the mUBe1m1. 

,,...-

13, Staff accomodation. All staff accomodation (except the •�gency') should 
eventually be incorporated into the street scene. The advantages of this would be; 

(a) Improved security 
(b) Hore space made aV!lilable behind the depot ror storage 
(c) Fasier access to toilets, 

The existing gents toilets should be reserved for statr use. The ladies toilet� 
"'ill have to retMin open to the public, at least at Gatherings. One of the ladies WCa 
ehould be replaced by a wover unit accessible via a nev doer installed in the rear o! 
the building. Both toilet block should be equipped with hot ·.ater and hot air hand 
driers. 

14, Implementation. Primary responaibility !or the impler::entation o! the future 
plan should lay with the Director respo=ible for coordinati!lg non-voluntary labour 
(eg Cl)• Ho.,.ever, all Directors and Managers should familiarise themselves -.,ith the 
future plan. The Future Planning sub-committee eho'.Jld only be reconvened i! signifi­
cant developments are about to occur eg acquisition of' additional land, 

New develop�ents should be designed and carried out as -ro!esaionally as possible, 
Authentic materials should be 1.18ed wherever possible to re�force a I period• 
atmosphere, (eg stone rather than concrete kerbstones). 

It is accepted that the provisions of this plan will only be implemented over a 
period of years, However, adherance to the plan will enaure tllat site development is 
carried out in an efficient and coordinated wa:/• 

p.s. 
e OONTRIBUTORS THIS MONTH 'rlERE BOB 

ASHTON, GEOFF GRIFFITHS, TONY PEART, 
KIRSTIN OLIVER AND D»INIS PYPE, 

e SS No. 9 IS DUE OUT AT EASTER. 
THIS SHOULD INCLUDE THE NAME, ADDRESS 
AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF EACH DIR!X:TOR, 
AND THE NAME AND FULL JOB DESCRIPTION 
OF F.ACH MANAGER. FULL DEI'AILS OF 
VISITOR ATl'F2H�NCES El'C FOR THE 1988 
TK>LLE!DllYS SHOULD ALSO BE INCLUDED. 

e C.O. IS STEPPING OOWN AS EDITOR 
DUE TO PRF.SSURE OF l«:lRK. A�l'. WILL 
ALSO ST� OOWN UNLF.SS SOK.iDNE OFFERS 
TO WRITE 'SCENE AT SANI1l'O.FT1

• IT· IS 
NOT A JOB THAT CAN BE OONE PK>PERL? 
THB:>UGH JUST ONE VISIT A MONTH, A.F. 
IS PR&ARED TO HAND OVER COKPLEI'll.? IF 
A REPLACE>lfflT IS FORTH<X»!INO, THE KAIN 
TASK IS TO KEFl> WITHIN BUDOEI' - WE ARE 
ALLOWED £1 PER MDIBER PER YEAR, 
INCLUDING POSTAGE, 

-oOo-
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THE �UA.LITY PRODUCT-
AT A VERY COMPEI'ITIVE PRICE! 

The PHOENIX Preas specialises 1n 
small quantities of BusineRs, 
Dance, Disco, Invitation and 
Visiting Cards, Change of 
Address Cards, Compliment Slips, 
Letterhead.5, Personal NotP-paper, 
Rubber St&,ia, Fad.'! nnd Inks. 

Quotations with pleasure 

THE PliJENil PRESS, 7 Cl!IRNSIDE, 
CRAfiLil-/G:l:)N, NORI'Ht],!llEHLAND, 

NE23 6LQ. Tel. (0670) 734o23 

or contact Brian '"11arton at the 
SRndto!t T-:-a.naport Centre. 
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SELLlNG POINT 

This month, slides by post offers a further selection of 
colour views of trolleyb;uses preserved at Sandtoft. 

Z13 Bradford 792 Karrier W / E.L. H39/31F ( 1958) 1944 
Z14 Brad1'ord 834 BUT<)611T / E.L. H37/29F ( 1962) 1949 
Z15 Brad1'ord 845 Sunbeam F4 / E.L. H3?/29F ( 1962) 19;0 
Z16 Bracliord 846 Sunbeam F4 / E.L. H37/29F ( 1962) 19;0 
Z17 Huddersfield 619 BUT9641T / East Lanes H4o/32R 1957 
Z18 Huddersfield 631 Sunbeam S7A / E Lanes H4o/32R 1959 
Z19 Nottingham 493 BUT9611T / Roe H31/25R 1948 
Za:> Derby 175 Sunbeam W / Park Royal UH30/26R 1945 
Z21 Maidstone 72 Sunbeam W / N.C.B. H30/26R 1947 
Z22 Manchester 1344 BUT9612T / Burlingham H32/28R 1955 
Z23 Reading 113 AEC661T / Park Royal H30/26R 1939 
Z24 Teesside T282 Sunbeam :r4 1/ Roe H3�26R ( 1964) 19;0 
Z25 Walsall 872 Sunbeam F4A / W 1 brook H36/34RD 1956 

Slides are available at 20p each from Chris Oliver, STC 
postal sales, 70 Pickwick AYenue, Chelmsford, CM1 4UR. 
Please add 15p tor p&p to the cost of your order. 

·.·.·.· .. · . . ·.·.·.· .·.·.· .. ·· 
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The bus muet get to the village 
green on time. Can you help the 
driver to chooee the right route? 

You mustn't cross a line, of course. 
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